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not true that the great psychic is necessarily a spiritual
person, it is true that the great spiritual person is '
inevitably a psychic. All the powers of Nature are
subject to the Spirit, and hence, when a man has truly
unfolded his spiritual nature, there is nothing in the
lower world which is not open to him and obedient to
his will. In that sense, then, the man who follows the
spiritual path will not ultimately be disappointed if lie is
seeking psychic development, but the very seeking for it
will, on the spiritual path, act as a certain barrier. I
shall return to the point again presently, and show you
in what sense, and why, it is true that the development
of the psychic powers may hinder the unfolding of the
spiritual.

Now, to distinguish clearly between the two, I will
begin with two brief definitions. They will be expanded
naturally in the course of the lecture, but I will define
each of these two words in a single sentence so as to
make the definition clear and brief. Spirituality is the
Self-realisation of the One; psychism is the manifestation
of the powers of consciousness through organised matter.
Each word of that definition has its own value. We are
far too apt, in our ordinary thought and talking, to limit
the words " psychical," " psychic," or " psychism " in a
quite illegitimate way, and the popular use of the term
is illegitimate. It is generally used amongst us to mean
unusual manifestations of the powers of consciousness,
whereas, properly speaking, tfte word ought to cover every
outer manifestation of consciousness, whether on the
physical, on the astral, on the mental, or on the buddhic
plane. It does not matter in what world you are